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academy
of fine arts
in gdańsk
yesterday and today

Józefa Wnukowa, photo. Witold Węgrzyn

y e s t e r d ay

The doyens of the academy were a group of artists whose
main goal was to contribute to the rebuilding of the ruins of
post-war Gdańsk and to animate its artistic life – Janusz
Strzałecki, Krystyna Studnicka and Juliusz Studnicki, Hanna
Żuławska and Jacek Żuławski, Józefa Wnuk and Marian Wnuk;
they were soon joined by Stanisław Horno-Popławski, Artur
Nacht-Samborski, Piotr Potworowski, Jan Cybis, Jan Wodyński,
and Stanisław Teisseyre.

Juliusz Studnicki, unknown photographer

15 October 1945

State Institute of Visual Arts in Gdańsk
with seat in Sopot (the so-called Sopot School)

State Higher School
of Visual Arts in Gdańsk
with seat in Sopot

PWSSP ca. 1950, unknown photographer

PWSSP ca. 1947, unknown photographer

On 6th December 1945, among the ruins of post-war Gdańsk, a school of
fine arts was established as a state artistic academy. The coinciding views of
its founders corresponded with their stubbornness, passion, and consistent
actions, which made it possible to realize their mission – to find art’s place in
the society. Demonstrating the Positivist ideal of work at the grass roots, they
created an ideologically homogenous, vibrant circle of pedagogues and artists.
Such feeling of community, manifested in their respect for traditional aesthetic values, correlated with the increasing rank of the academy, the activities it
promoted, and the undertaking of next, though conservative, initiatives.

so pot→ gdań s k

State Higher School of Visual Arts
moves into the Great Armoury in Gda

ńsk

The great relocation of the School from
Sopot to Gdańsk begins in 1954.
Under the previously changed name
of the State Higher School of Visual
Arts
it adapts the old Great Armoury – the
city Arsenal – rebuilt after the war.
The initial purpose of this building is
evidenced by the vertices of the wes
tern
façade – obelisks and statues, ferrule
-like decorations, and most of all the
orbs,
exploding with tin flames. In the 192
0s, a shopping arcade occupied the
ground floor of the Armoury. It was
there that the mother of the three-year
-old
Oscar from the novel by Günter Gra
ss bought the red-and-white drum,
which in the hands of the rebellious
boy became a tool to make statement
s
about the surrounding reality.
The Great Armoury is located in the
very heart of the historic Main Town
and constitutes an unparalleled examp
le of the architecture of the Netherlan
ds
Mannerism. It stands at the intersection
of two tourist routes, where the oldest
trade route – via mercatorum – used
to lead. Erected on the initiative of
the city authorities and intended for
a magazine of arms and ammunition,
it surprises with a civilian-looking arc
hitecture of the façades that participat
e
in shaping the city’s public space.

The rebuilt Great Armoury, 1968, photo. Witold Węgrzyn

The two towers on the side of the Piw
na street disrupt the chain of frontal
elevations – at the same time empha
sizing an exception from the rule and
the right to special treatment. The ma
ssive vaults of the cellars is the only
part
of the building that survived under the
weight of debris after the raids
of Soviet bombers in 1945.

1959→1960

The group of artists centered around the “School”, among whom most exhibited moderation and distrust towards transformations, qualities so criticized by
the then avant-garde, were inspired by the idea of not disturbing others.
Just like the Renaissance philosopher Giordano Bruno, they noticed the need
to not deny any of the artistic disciplines the right to express itself in its own
way. The harmony of the world resides in its freedom, objective manifoldness,
multiformity, and variedness. Imitating others is undemanding, but it’s an art
to create according to one’s own poetics. Nature provides man with wings,
and the role of pedagogues is to help to spread them. It wasn’t long until this
approach found response. The experience of the professors and the passion
of youth soon bore its first fruits, noticed on different latitudes.

Development of the Great Armoury from
the Tkacka street. Author of the project – Ryszard Semka.
The new wing of the School is opened in 1968.

rzyn

Development, 1968, photo. Witold Węg

Rebuilding of Gdansk, unknown photographer

The Open-Air Studio of the Faculty of Sculpture starts its operations on
Wyspa Spichrzów; in 1993, after the Academy was granted the second
city arsenal, the Faculty of Sculpture moved into the Small Armoury.

English House, 80s, photo. Witold Węgrzyn

The English House (Angelic House) and the adjacent
tenement buildings at the Chlebnicka street; the School’s
Residence Hall was opened there, and in 2007 it became
home to the Faculty of Graphic Arts.

198 0→1 993

1 970

With their works, the pedagogues, graduates, and students of the Gdańsk
academy shape the image of Tricity. In the 1950s, they contributed to
the rebuilding of the old-town Gdańsk, returning splendour and charm
to its monuments. At the beginning of the 1960s, they experimented by
clashing poetry and visual art, which found reflection in the activities of
es.
the students’ theatres. From year to year, the identity of the Coast chang
These processes and transformations do not occur automatically.
The credit, to a great extent, goes to the alumni of the school – painters,
sculptors, graphic artists, architects, ceramists, industrial designers, fabric
designers, and others.

Inauguration of the PATIO –
the Academy’s new and unique
cultural and exhibition space.

2 0 10 → 2 0 12
Modernization of the Great
Armoury – new quality!

In the contemporary world, the historical Arsenal in Gdańsk
receives a new function as it becomes the Armoury of Art.
It attracts the attention of a wide circle of viewers, contributing to the increasing participation in culture in the area
of the metropolis of Gdańsk, and satisfying the ambitions
to teach and promote art and culture. It functions under the
patronage of Minerva, who supports the building of
a positive image of the difficult profession of an artist in
the contemporary world.

based on a photograph by Bartosz Żukowski

With the Act of 4 July 1996, the President of Poland changes
the name of the State Higher School of Visual Arts in Gdańsk
to the Academy of Fine Arts in Gdańsk (the Academy’s
current name).

19 9 6

2 0 18

t o d ay
Sculpture studio, photo. Witold Węgrzyn

Welcome within the historic walls of the Great Armoury!
For over 70 years, the Academy of Fine Arts in Gdańsk has been educating artists, designers, and cultural managers who become successful
in the field of art, education, and business. We offer each student
an individual approach, student-friendly curricula, a wide choice of
extracurricular activities and trips abroad, and modern infrastructure
at the place of study. The Academy provides an opportunity to gain
competencies and develop talent in the particular artistic disciplines –
both in fine arts and design. All interested in furthering their education
in the biggest artistic university in northern Poland have a chance
to pursue their passions and dreams and acquire knowledge in more
than ten majors offered by the Academy organized by four faculties.

The Faculty of Architecture and Design
Interior Design
Design
Cultural Space Architecture
→

→

(I degree, II degree)

(I degree, II degree)

→

(I degree, II degree)

Interior Design makes is impossible to get bored, it forces us to be creative,
focusing on creating spaces that serve people. It is a field of art that constantly
and directly participates in day-to-day life. An interior designer becomes, in a
way, the co-author of the form of our life. Interior Design studies prepare for
the realization of these tasks – fascinating, but requiring a lot of responsibility.
Design belongs to the sphere of applied sciences, where the issues related
with technical, humanistic, and economic knowledge intersect. It would be
difficult to find another academic field which in such comprehensive and
interdisciplinary way refers to our day-to-day life and interprets the changes
it’s going through. The Design graduates are present in all areas of creative
industries, both those specific to design and those at the intersection of design
and other aspects of material and visual culture.

Practicing art and design is something that
distinguishes us from the rest of the society.
We don’t practice a profession, we’ve taken
this task upon ourselves from personal reasons.
Conscientiousness, engagement, and fidelity
to our ideals make our work valuable
for everyone.
		
		
		

dr hab. Maciej Świtała, prof. ASP
Vice-Dean for Student Affairs
of the Faculty of Architecture and Design

photo. Bartosz Żukowski

Cultural Space Architecture is a field within the area of applied art concerned
with the design of spaces characterized by an accumulation of goods and
values of cultural heritage and contemporary culture. This interdisciplinary,
educationally innovative field of study is guided by the idea of a comprehensive understanding of the profession of an artist and a designer.

The Faculty of Graphic Arts
Graphic Design
Graphic Design – Inter-Faculty
		 Specialization Animation
Graphic Design, Graphic Art
→

(I degree, full-time, part-time)

→

(I degree)

→

(II degree)

The offer of the Faculty of Graphic Arts combines knowledge from the area
of graphic art and graphic design, enabling its students to find fulfilment
in the profession of a graphic designer in the commercial sphere and on the
individual path of an artist-creator. For us, conscious, independent thinking
and acting based on theoretical knowledge from the area of art and culture
and the understanding of traditional and modern techniques is the primary
educational objective.
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dr Łukasz Butowski
Vice-Dean of the Faculty of Graphic Arts

photo. Bartosz Żukowski

Since its very establishment, the Faculty of Graphic Arts at the Academy
of Fine Arts in Gdańsk is characterized by a certain dichotomy.
Formally, such terms as “graphic art” and “graphic design” are used with
reference to it; in the practical and ideational dimension, on the other hand,
it encompasses education in the vast fields of creative activity – from “hard”,
vector design of typographic layouts, to socially engaged graphic art and
tricks of the trade of animation, to traditional graphic techniques, such as
metal techniques, linoleum print, lithography, serigraphy, and many more.

by
The Faculty of Painting is characterized by a unique atmosphere created
othpeople with a shared passion who wished to share their experience with
uers. We treat each student individually, preparing him thoroughly for individ
ques
al creative work both in the area of easel painting using traditional techni
and with intermedia means of expression. We offer work in modern, com,
prehensively equipped studios and a chance to participate in open-air events
workshops, and exhibitions.

We should devote ourselves to work,
be committed, and have passion –
and, most of all, be interested in what
we’re doing. I’m noticing, however,
that less and less people possess such
qualities. In my opinion, a perfect student
is highly committed to what he is studying.
		
		

dr Marek Wrzesiński
Faculty of Painting Vice-Dean for Artistic and Scientific Affairs

photo. Bartosz Żukowski

The Faculty of Painting
→
Painting (five-year MA course)
→
Painting – Specialization Art
		 in the Public Space (five-year MA course)

→

(five-year MA course)

→

(I degree, II degree)

(I degree, II degree)

→

(I degree)

Studies in the field of Sculpture, more than any other, are dedicated
to those sensitive to the shape and form of the surrounding reality.
We deeply believe in the strength and validity of this artistic discipline –
inspiring, dynamic, and always expanding its boundaries.
Studies in the field of Sculpture allow the students to most fully express
their individual approach to the world and to art.
Studies in the field of Intermedia are aimed towards those interested
in the wide context of visual arts, in particular in combining media,
new ways of narration, DIY (Do It Yourself) and DIWO (Do It With Others),
activities from the intersection of photography, video, installation,
performance, but also interdisciplinary activities that bring together art
and science.

It is generally agreed that the role of an artist
is to pose questions. But because in the contemporary world and in contemporary art there
is already too much questions, I see more value
in those works that attempt to provide answers.
		
		

dr Jarosław Czarnecki
Vice-Dean of the Faculty of Sculpture and Intermedia

Żukowski
photo. Bartosz

The Faculty of Sculpture and Intermedia
Sculpture
Intermedia
		 Intermedia – Photography
Intermedia – Inter-Faculty
		 Specialization Animation

C u lt u re has
ma ny fac e s

Those that begin their studies in the Academy of Fine Arts in Gdańsk,
the Rector presents with the symbolic tool of work; ironically, irrespectively of the technological possibilities which we have at our disposal
near the end of the second decade of the 21st century, this tool remains
the same – a pencil.

In the past, Herder noticed that there is nothing more indefinite than
the word culture. It is a kind of an open dictionary, complex and infinite
at the same time. It already exists, but is constantly being reborn and
redefines its shape. It gathers words, but doesn’t offer their explanation.
It catalogues the material and immaterial products of man’s work withou
t
evaluating them. It specifies, liberates particular messages contained in
artefacts, often expanding their basic meaning. It provokes to pose furthe
r
questions, but it does not help to find the answers.
For the Academy of Fine Arts in Gdańsk, culture is, most of all,
mission and responsibility related to the education of young creators.
Focusing on the didactic process, we try to remember about the idea
of an open culture, functioning in the public space, based on dialogue,
created by the artists and the viewers together. Our endeavours result
in our cultural offer – constantly changing, developed, and realized
along our educational offer – which encompasses exhibitions, galleries,
lectures, workshops, conferences, symposiums, concerts, book promotions, publications, etc.
More and more often the viewer is invited to participate in a debate
with the creators – the new cultural model is supposed to function in
an open public space, and the viewer is its inherent element, first critic,
and, sometimes, co-creator.
Visit us in the AFA in Gdańsk, and enjoy our wide cultural offer!

Akademia
Sztuk
Pięknych
w Gdańsku

photo. Bartosz Żukowski

Promo-posters of the Academy, winter 2017

galeria sztuki
kolekcja designu
miejsce spotkań
asp.gda.pl

warsztaty dla dzieci
wystawy i wykłady
konferencje
zbrojowniasztuki.pl

exhibitions

photo. Bartosz Żukowski

of art

There are two galleries in the exhibition space of the Academy –
the Small Hall and the Gallery of Design. Public exhibitions
allow us to successfully promote the Academy and the affiliated
artists at the same time. Among the collected objects, there are
both paintings and realizations of the “design thought” contained
in contemporary industrial design and related fields, such as graphic design. The exhibition presenting the creative output of our
professors and graduates popularizes this heritage. Small and open
for art enthusiasts of all ages, the galleries both commemorate
great names and serve as a forum for discussions about art, design,
and culture in general.

photo. Bartosz Żukowski

g a l l e r ie s

a n d d e s ig n

photo. Bartosz Żukowski, Piotr Paluch
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The cultural activities of the Academy of Fine Arts in Gdańsk, which are
the fruit of the work of artists and pedagogues, often find their final result
in a publication. The Academy publishes monographs and catalogues,
and since 2017 also a periodical – Academy in the City, which helps to emphasize the role of the Academy in participating in and shaping the dialogue
about the modern city and highlights the contributions of the academic community to the contemporary debate about the city and to local development.
In 2017, a website zbrojowniasztuki.pl also became operational – which is
an active arsenal of knowledge dedicated for the users of electronic media –
whose aim is to grab attention and fulfil the ambitions in the area of education
and popularization of art and culture. It also corresponds with the idea of
an open academy.
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